
 

RE: Support for Heavy Rail Alternatives in the Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project 

Dear LA Metro Board, 

We, at LA Forward Institute, are writing to express our strong support for the Sepulveda Transit 
Corridor (STC) Project and to urge Metro to prioritize heavy rail (Alternatives 4, 5, and 6) as 
the most effective solutions to the region’s long-standing transportation challenges. We also echo 
the goals of the STC4All Coalition in emphasizing the importance of a direct, on-campus 
station at UCLA and a seamless connection to the D (Purple) Line in Westwood Village. 

The STC presents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to deliver high-capacity, efficient, and 
equitable transit between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside; two regions historically 
underserved by reliable public transportation. Metro should build a Heavy Rail Transit (HRT) 
system to serve this corridor, because it will have higher ridership and higher speed than 
monorail alternatives. An HRT system along the Sepulveda Corridor (Alternatives 4, 5, and 6) 
will carry up to 121,000 commuters daily, with travel times from Van Nuys to UCLA reduced 
to just 12 minutes. By contrast, monorail alternatives 1 and 3 will deliver slower travel (more 
than twice as long, at 26 to 34 minutes respectively), daily ridership of under 65,000, and 
uncertain long-term operational costs. An HRT-based approach also aligns with public 
sentiment— during Metro’s outreach, 93% of comments favored tunnel-based rail solutions over 
monorail proposals, reflecting a strong community preference for minimizing disruption and 
maximizing reliability. 

A direct on-campus UCLA station is not just a desirable feature–-it is essential. With an 
estimated 18,000 average weekday boardings, it is projected to become the busiest non-transfer 
stop on the Metro system. The station would serve tens of thousands of students, faculty, staff, 
patients, and visitors, establishing UCLA as a key transit anchor for the region. A seamless 
connection to the D (Purple) Line in Westwood is also critical. Such a connection, if built, 
would be the busiest stop on the Metro system, connecting over 33,000 daily commuters from 
the San Fernando Valley to Century City, Koreatown, and Downtown LA. HRT alternatives 4, 
5, and 6 offer these features, paving the way for broader regional accessibility via connections to 
key destinations and transit lines. 

Ultimately, this project has the potential to reshape how Angelenos move across the city, offering 
a transformative shift toward a more sustainable, connected, and equitable Los Angeles. In 
providing fast, reliable, and high-capacity service between historically underserved regions like 
the San Fernando Valley and the Westside, the STC can dramatically reduce car dependency, cut 
greenhouse gas emissions, and alleviate traffic congestion along one of the most gridlocked 
corridors in the country. The project also presents an opportunity to expand access to jobs, 
education, and healthcare, especially for transit-dependent communities.  

Metro must select an alternative that centers proven technology, long-term sustainability, and 
rider-first planning—prioritizing ease of access, seamless connectivity, and the long-term public 



 
benefit over short-term cost-cutting or experimental systems. The right investment today will 
shape a more livable and resilient Los Angeles for decades to come. 

We strongly urge you to advance Alternatives 4, 5, or 6, ensure a direct UCLA station, and reject 
monorail proposals that fail to meet the region’s needs. 

Sincerely,​
 

David Levitus 

Executive Director, LA Forward Institute 

CC:​  
Honorable Janice Hahn, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 4th District 
Honorable Karen Bass, Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
Honorable Fernando Dutra, Councilmember, Whittier City Council 
Honorable Lindsey Horvath, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 3rd District 
Honorable Kathryn Barger, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 5th District 
Honorable Hilda Solis, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 1st District 
Honorable Holly Mitchell, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 2nd District 
Honorable Katy Yaroslavsky, Councilwoman, Los Angeles City Council, 5th District 
Honorable Imelda Padilla, Councilwoman, Los Angeles City Council, 6th District 
Honorable Ara J. Najarian, Councilmember, Glendale City Council 
Honorable James Butts, Mayor, City of Inglewood 
Honorable Tim Sandoval, Mayor, City of Pomona 
Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker, Appointee of the Mayor of the City of Los Angeles 
Gloria Roberts, Director, Caltrans District 7 
Stephanie Wiggins, Metro, Chief Executive Officer 
 
 


