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August 30, 2025

To Metro Sepulveda Transit Corridor team
Via email to sepulvedatransit@metro.net

Subject: Comments on Sepulveda Transit Corridor DEIR

The Sierra Club has long supported a rail transit line for the Sepulveda Transit Corridor, to
provide a convenient alternative to jammed and polluting 1-405 traffic between the San
Fernando Valley, Westside, and ultimately LAX.

We also re-affirm our position calling for this project to include a station directly on the UCLA
campus to conveniently serve its 48,000 students and 42,000 staff, and therefore for dropping
Alternative 1.

Connection of the City of Santa Clarita (population 230,000, third-largest city in Los Angeles
County) with the Sepulveda Transit Corridor has essentially been overlooked in section 3.15
Transportation. It summarily acknowledges the current Santa Clarita Transit commuter buses
#792/797 for the different alternatives, but says nothing about how those could be enhanced
or where they’d best interface with the potential STC Van Nuys stations.

We called for adding a Sherman Way station to Alternative 6 and modeling its ridership to the
Expo / Sepulveda station, to make it comparable to Alternatives 3 and 5, in our December 8,
2023, Post-Scoping/Pre-DEIR comment letter. The lack of those answers remains a shortcoming
for an apples-to-apples comparison of the final alternatives.

The aerial guideway structure above Sepulveda Blvd. in Alternative 4 would be
unprecedented in Los Angeles. It would especially be an Environmental Justice issue in
majority-Hispanic/Latino Van Nuys, in conflict with the project’s explicit goal of “promoting
equity” (page 2-2). The section 3.01 Aesthetics visuals of an aerial guideway with straddle bents
and station at Sherman Way document this well (pages 3.1-117, 120, 121). For comparison,
here is a Metro image (next page) of a (since discarded) Wilshire monorail station alternative at
Fairfax, during its environmental process.
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We are also aware of at least one tenant of a rent-controlled apartment who would be

displaced by the vacated section of Del Gado Drive for Alternative 4. Alternative 4 should also
be dropped.
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Sincerely,

Darrell Clarke

Sierra Club Angeles Chapter Conservation Chair and Transportation Chair



